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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TOKYO 2750 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, EAID, SN, MY, TH, ID, RP 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO ASEAN COUNTRIES OF MITI VICE-MINISTER 

1 . MITI VICE-MINISTER FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
MASUDA LEFT TOKYO FEBRUARY 27 FOR ASEAN TOUR SCHEDULED END 
MARCH 1 1. HE PLANS VISIT PHILIPPINES, THAILAND, MALAYSIA, 
SINGAPORE, AND INDONESIA IN THAT ORDER. MITI AID SPECIALIST 
(ECONOMIC COOPERATION DEP DIV DIR INOUE) INFORMED EMBOFF 
FEBRUARY 25 THAT MASUDA PLANS TO DISCUSS JAPAN'S BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WITH HOST COUNTRY AT EACH STOP AND TO EXPLORE 
WISHES OF RESPECTIVE HOSTS REGARDING GOJ ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. 
IN LIGHT OF REPORTS THAT MEMBER GOVERNMENTS' CONCEPTION OF 
AND ATTITUDES TOWARD ASEAN ITSELF VARY, MASUDA ALSO WISHES 
GAIN FIRST-HAND IMPRESSION OF HOW APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS IN 
EACH COUNTRY VIEW ASEAN. 

2. ACCORDING INOUE, NO DETAILED DISCUSSION OF SPECIFIC 
NEW PROJECTS IS PLANNED. TRIP PROVIDES QPORTUNITY FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 02750 010213Z 

EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH SEA GOVERNMENTS NOT RECENTLY 
VISITED BY HIGH MITI OFFICIAL AND TO REINFORCE THEIR 
AWARENESS, AT TIME WHEN ASEAN IS RECEIVING CONSIDERABLE 
PUBLICITY, OF THE IMPORTANCE WITH WHICH GOJ REGARDS ITS 
BILATERAL TIES WITHTHEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS. 

INOUE NEVERTHELESS THOUGHT IT PROBABLE THAT WHEN IN 
JAKARTA MASUDA WOULD AVAIL SELF OF OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 
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WITH ASEAN SECGEN AND THAT THE FIVE ASEAN INDUSTRIAL 
PROJECTS WOULD BE DISCUSSED AT THAT TIME. 

SHOESMITH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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